Last Days of Persecution        155
churches : they were to worship apart, .so that their morals might not be exposed to danger. On the .same pretext, bishops and priests were only allowed to give teaching and consolation to their own sex ; Christian women must find women teachers and advisers. Eu-sebius tells u.s":t< that these edicts excited universal ridicule. It was too late to revive the old stories of gross immorality taking place at the communion services, and there was fresh cause for mocking laughter when Licinius forbade the Christians to assemble in their churches within the towns and ordered them to go outside the gates and meet, if they must meet, in the open air. This was necessary, he said, on the grounds of public health ; the atmosphere beyond the gates was purer. T Jdnius's theory of hygiene was perfectly sound; its application was ludicrous.
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